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The Purpose of
LSFM:

To be an instrument
for communicating
God's Mission to seek
and to save lost
people (Luke 19:10).

The Mission of
LSFM:

To advance the
discussion and study
of God's Mission
from a Lutheran
perspective.

The Vision of
LSFM:

That the Lutheran
contribution to
missiology
(Ephesians 2:8-10)
impact God's
worldwide mission.
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From The President...

At the First International Convention of the
Student Volunteer Movement for Foreign Mis-
sions (February 27, 1891) Arthur T. Pierson
wrote these moving words:. “When Francis Xa-
vier stood and looked from
theisland on which he died,
upon the colossal empire of
China, he cried out, ‘ O rock,
rock! When wilt thou open to
my Master? If Francis Xavier
could come back today and
look on aworld wide open
before that Master, and on a
Church lying in sluggish idle-
ness in her hammock of ease,
one end fastened to mammon
and the other end nominally
to the Cross, and see that
Church supinely looking on
the destitution of athousand
millions of the human race, that she might
reach in 25 years if she had the energy of the
mind and the consecration of heart to do it, he
would turn from the colossal empire of China
and face the Church and say, ‘ O thou rock,
thou rock! When wilt thou open to my
master?' ”

There surely is much to do, and certainly this
Church of the 21% century is not up to the task,
but I believe with al my heart that Lutherans
today stand at the beginning of a golden age of
mission work. So many “rocks’ are opening —
it is miraculous. The Ablaze! movement, a
worldwide effort among evangelical Lutherans
to share the gospel with 100 million people by
the 500" anniversary of the Reformation has
had a strong beginning. Over 109,000 “critical
events’ have been recorded on the Ablazel
website (www.Icmsworldmissions.org). New
missionaries are being called to fields in na-
tional and international missions. We will have
more funds for new mission work in the next

ten years than we have had in the last 50 years
combined. And LSFM getsto be a part of thig!
A special Ablaze! issue will appear thisfall and
spring — articlesin the issues will lay the
groundwork for atheology of mis-
sions undergirding Ablaze! And
we will not forget the past. A new
initiative introduced at the annual
banquet, held last Spring in St.
Louis, will attempt to collect and
organize on awebsite information
on all missionaries ever called to
work by LCMS World Mission.
The project, called “ Facing Missi-
ology,” will result in articles on
past missionaries written for Mis-
sio Apostolica— with the final
project being a biographical dic-
tionary of LCM'S missionaries,
both on the internet and in solid,
paper form.

Sometimes the rocks obscure the view, a view
that the Lord intends. Paul said it well, “1 do
not want you to be ignorant brothers that our
forefathers were all under the cloud and that
they al passed through the sea. They were all
baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea.
They al ate the same spiritual food and drank
the same spiritual drink; for they drank from
the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and
that rock was Christ” (1 Corinthians 10:1-4).

Sometimes the rocks are God in His holy dis-
guise —rocks filled with promise, as dreadful
asthey may first appear. Rocks covered with
hope, although at the time they might seem
threatening. And this Rock, Christ, has opened
to us —and from Him flows strength, beauty
and life. What a privilege we have — to serve
the Lord during a momentous time in mission!

Dr. Robert Scudieri



Annual Meeting Sets Direction for Ministry

The 2005 annua meeting of the Lutheran Society for
Missiology was held on the campus of Concordia Semi-
nary, St. Louis, May 6 and 7. Under the able leadership
of the new executive director, Dr. Allan Buckman, the
board of directors, the executive committee and the pub-
lications committee met to make new policies for minis-
try through the new year. Those attending the general
session on the evening of May 6 elected new officers and
board members. The Rev. Johannes Mengsteab, Director
of the LCM S African Immigrant Ministries, was the fea-
tured keynote speaker.

This year the society announced two cutting-edge awards
for thefirst time, one for a congregation that excelsin
mission and evangelism, and the other for an individual
who promotes mission vision with his or her outstanding
leadership and contribution to the church. Christ Memo-
ria Lutheran Church in Afton, Missouri received the
congregation award, and Rev. David Andrus, who heads
ministry among the blind, received the individual award.
(See accompanying article for details on these awards).

With over four hundred membersin the 13" year of its
existence, the Lutheran Society For Missiology continues
to be the only Lutheran society with the vision to pro-
claim and to publish mission related materials.

New L eadership Initiatives

Among actions taken by the LSFM Board during its May
meeting, the appointment of a new Communications
Committee under the leadership of Dr. Ken Behnken
was especially significant. The committee, to be estab-
lished by the committee chairman, will provide |eader-
ship for LSFM membership and marketing initiatives.
High on the list will be the enhancement of the LSFM
website, so that books, memberships and subscriptions
might be sold electronically.

Our Publications Committee has anew Chairman, Dr.
Henry Rowold. A missionary of the Lutheran Church —
Missouri Synod since his graduation from the seminary
in 1964, Dr. Rowold a so serves a professor on the fac-
ulty of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. The Committee
met shortly after it was reconstituted, and set guidelines
for the trandation of LSFM journal articles (Missio Apos-
tolica) into other languages. Currently, articles are being
tranglated into Russian and Spanish.

Thereprint of articles published in Missio Apostolica was
another matter recently given consideration in the context
of the Publications Committee. Present policy specifies
that articles may be reprinted without charge, provided
source credit is given to thejournal. For permission to
reprint, please contact journal editor, Dr. Victor Rgj, at
rajv@cs .edu.

Other significant actions by the Board included the estab-
lishment of an Endowment Fund as well as the presenta-
tion of Cutting Edge Awardsto an individual — Rev.
David Andrus — as well asto a congregation — Christ Me-
morial Lutheran Church, St. Louis—for leadership and
innovation in cross-cultural mission initiatives. See other
parts of The Communicator for more information.

Dr. Allan Buckman



L SM Presents“ Cutting Edge Awar ds’

Two “Cutting Edge Awards’ were presented at the Soci-
ety’s Annual Banquet in St. Louis on May 5™, 2005.

The“individual award” went to Rev.
David Andrus, the founder and Execu-
tive Director of Lutheran Blind Mission
Society. Pastor Andrus logt his eyesight
at the age of 11 from arare disease. He
said hismission isto “help blind people
see Jesus with the eyes of faith.” The
society has 25 Blind Outreach Centers
across the country. The cutting edge
innovation includes the fact that the So-
ciety, under Pastor Andrus' leadership,
transitioned from decades of depend-
ence on LCM S budget to a self-
supporting mission society. For more
information on this cutting edge minis-
try go to www.blindmission.org.

The “congregational award” went to Christ Memorial
Lutheran Church in Affton, MO. Rev. Antonio Boos and
Rev. Ed Dubberke were in attendance. Pastor Dubberke
received the award on behalf of the congregation. Cut-
ting edge ministry is alive and well at this suburban St
Louis congregation. Pastor Boos is Missionary to New
Americans. Christ Memorial partners with Christian
Friends of New Americans (CFNA). CFNA hopesto cre-
ate a new American worshiping community in the near

Reverend David Andrus receives the
“Cutting Edge”’ award.

future. So far, three Bosnian families have been baptized
into the family of God at Christ Memorial. Christ Memo-
rial isaso moving into alarge building that used to be a

Target Store. Rev. Ed Dubberke said
that their new facility, with lots of
room and no steps, would enable them
to carry out God’ s mission of reaching
more people with the Gospel. Pastor
Dubberke provides leadership in
prayer ministry for the church. The
congregation will also beinstalling
their new Missionary to Y outh, Rev.
Jeffrey Cloeter, to reach the many
youth in their new neighborhood. For
more information on how God is us-
ing Christ Memorial to reach the lost
in St Louis go to www.
christmemorialstl.org.

The Lutheran Society for Missiology

(LSFM) provides a proactive forum for missiological re-
search and critical reflection from a Lutheran perspective
in support of serving those engaged in God' s mission. To
receive more information on LSFM publications and to
nominate individuals and congregations for the 2006
Cutting Edge Awards go to www.Isfmissiology.org.

Endowment Fund Established

During its May meeting, the LSFM Board established The Lutheran Society for Missiology Endowment Fund.
The establishment of the Fund, to be managed by the LCM S Foundation, is deemed an especialy significant action.
An on-the-spot solicitation among Board members raised almost $5,000. Included in the Board action is the follow-

ing statement:

The Lutheran Society for Missiology Endowment Fund sponsors missiological research and critical
reflection from a Lutheran perspective in support of all people engaged in God' s mission. The Lutheran
Society for Missiology is a registered (501)(c)(3) tax-exempt organization eligible for charitable dona-
tions. Contributions may be sent to The Lutheran Society for Missiology c¢/o LCMS Foundation, 1333

South Kirkwood Rd., . Louis, MO 63122.

The LSFM journal, Missio Apostalica, is committed to the publication of articles which reflect best practices by Lu-
theran missionaries. Contributions to the LSFM Endowment Fund will support this effort.




Mueller Accepts Call with LCM SWorld Mission

The Reverend Dr. Paul Mueller has accepted the call to
serve as Regional Director for Africafor The Lutheran
Church-Missouri Synod. One of four regional directors
world-wide, Dr. Mudller will serve as amember of the
International Mission Team, providing

spiritual care and nurturing the African re-

gional team and itsindividual members. He

will assist in identifying and appointing

Area Fecilitatorsin Africaand supervise

their activitiesto assist in achieving the ob-

jectives of God’s mission. He will help to

maintain positive and dynamic relationships

with mission society and partner church

leaders. He will also serve, when requested,

as arepresentative of the LCM S President

in church relations matters.

The position requires being deployed in Af-

rica. For the next 6-8 months, part of thejob isto deter-
mine exactly where in Africahe will be based. The vision
of LCMSWorld Missionisto work alongside of and in
partnership with missionaries, partner churches, and mis-
sion partnersin order to accomplish God's mission de-
scribed by the LCMSin thisway: by 2017, reach 100 mil-
lion people with the Good News found in Christ.

Paul and his wife Joy bring considerable experience with
them to this position. They served for seven years as mis-
sionariesin Liberia beginning in 1983. When they re-
turned to the United Statesin 1990, Paul completed his

masters and doctorate in missiology and has spent the past
twelve years at ConcordiaUniversity in St. Paul. He was
Full Professor in the Department of Theology — Mission
Emphasis, aswell as faculty member in the Oswald Hoff-
mann School of Christian Outreach. Since
1997 he has been the director of OHSCO,
creating mission vision and equipping out-
reach leaders for the church. Thisincluded
undergraduates, graduates, and leadersin
congregations. He has served on various
boards and committees district and synod
wide. During histime of training and men-
toring, he has traveled throughout the U.S.
and to many parts of the world to work
with students, partner churches, congrega-
tions and districts, training them for Chris-
tian outreach. Joy has worked for the last
five years as the Equity Integration Coordi-
nator for Independent School District #622 — Maplewood-
Oakdale-North St. Paul in collaboration with nine other
school districtsin the Twin Cities Metro area. Her work
has involved creating awareness and openness to the eth-
nic diversity in the districts and offering opportunities for
teachers, staff, and students to understand the ethnic plu-
rality and the needs, concerns, and lifestyles each bring.

The Muellers officially began service with LCMS World
Mission August 1, 2005.

Missio Apostolica On Ablaze!

The Fall 2005 and the Spring 2006 issues of Missio Apos-
tolica, Journal of the Lutheran Society for Missiology, are
dedicated to the Ablaze Initiative of the Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod with the goal of sharing the Gospel of
Jesus Christ with one hundred million new people world
wide by 2017, the 500" anniversary of the Reformation.

Our readers recognize that Missio Apostolica isamission-
ary in print form. In the forthcoming issues, expertsin
Christian mission and those who are directly involved in
worldwide missionary activities narrate their storiesin-
volving Christian witness cross-culturally aswell asin
our own neighborhoods. Authors addressissues such as
Law and Gospel in evangelism, Christian artsin outreach,

Christian vocation and Christian witness, witnessing in a
pluralistic society, and the effective use of technology in
evangelism. Other relevant themesfollow in the May
2006 issue as writers portray before us how the Gospel of
our Lord never returns void.

The Missouri Synod President, Dr. Gerald Kieschnick,
and the Board for Mission Services Executive Director,
Dr. Robert Roegner, will contribute editorials for these
special issues of the journal. Asthe Emmaus disciples
were excited to share the good news of therisen Lord, the
Lord is setting the heart of His church on fire to share His
Gospel with the world.



5" Annual Outreach

L eadership Institute

Wraps Up asa HUGE Success

The Annua Outreach Leadership Institute (OL1), an out-
reach training event coordinated by the Oswald Hoffmann
School of Christian Outreach (OHSCO), LCM S North
AmericaMission, and the Lutheran Education Associa-
tion-REACHDnet just completed its 5" OLI summer insti-
tute on the campus of Concordia University in St. Paul,
Minnesota. There were over 150 participants and present-
ers. Theinstitute was originally developed to train and
equip outreach minded individuals to serve more effec-
tively in their ministries and congregations. As aresult,
over 650 people have participated in the first five OLIs
and have taken back to their ministries plans which were
devel oped during the modul e sessions.

Each participant at OLI enrolled in two modules, each

lasting 5 hours. The list of modules taught this year in-

cluded:

1. Lifestyle Evangelism — Great Commission Living

2. Recruiting People to Accomplish the Mission and
Ministry for a Congregation

3. Discipling the Rural/Small Town Congregation for
Outreach

4. Lutheran Schools and Outreach — Teachers and the
School Sharing the Faith

5. Using Small Groupsfor Outreach —1 and Il

6. New Paradigmsin Worship

7. From Disinterested to Disciple and Everyonein Be-
tween: Reaching Out and Connecting Y outh to a Dy-
namic Relationship with Jesus Christ

8. CreatingaMission Visionin Your Congregation

9. Using Mediain the Church to Reach the Lost

. Planning and Going on Effective Short-term Mission

Trips

11. An Urban Perspective — Reaching the People in Our
Neighborhoods

12. Churches Planting Churches

In addition, participants gathered for a plenary session led
by a mission leader who shared insights and strategies for
reaching lost people. Thisyear, Dr. William Diekelman,
1% Vice President of the Lutheran Church Missouri
Synod, was the plenary speaker and emphasized the great
need to reach lost people for Christ, focusing on the
Ablaze! theme. He shared his mission heart and ideasto
reach 100 million people for Christ. Rev. Dennis

Perryman, Pastor of Family of Christ Lutheran Churchin
Andover, Minnesota served as the OLI chaplain and led
worship each day, lifting up to God in prayer the concerns
of the gathered community.

Theinstitute theme, “Building Blocks for Today’ s Great
Commission Congregations,” continued as the focus.
Congregations need to be equipped for reaching people
who live without Christ. For that reason, anew module,
“Churches Planting Churches,” was offered to highlight
the importance of congregations seeing themselves as
church planting organisms with the divine mandate to do
SO.

Regarded as an institute more than aworkshop or confer-
ence, participants are granted an Outreach Proficiency
Certificate (OPC) through OHSCO after completing three
OLls.

Next year's OLI is planned for July 13-15, 2006. Regis-
tration is through Lutheran Education Association. Fees
cover on-campus air-conditioned housing, food, refresh-
ments, and all materials and supplies. Transportation is
the responsibility of the individual. People arranging their
own housing needs have a reduced rate.

People interested in attending should contact the Oswald
Hoffmann School of Christian Outreach at 651-641-8701
or eemail at OHSCO@CSP.edu. More information can be
found at www




From T he Executive Director

These are interesting and challenging times for the Lu-
theran Society for Missiology, if only because these are
times of enormous mission opportunity. Recognizing the
same during its Board meeting last January, LSFM set as
one of its goals the establishment of partnerships with
mission-oriented organizations within the Lutheran
Church-Missouri Synod and beyond.

To date, working agreements for advertis-
ing, and/or the printing and distribution of
high quality Lutheran mission resource ma-
terials have been established with a half
dozen entities including LCMS World Mis-
sion, LCMS World Relief, the Lutheran
Church Extension Fund, Concordia Publish-
ing House, the Oswald Hoffmann Schooal of
Christian Outreach, and the Center for U. S.
Mission. All of these relationships are
highly valued and, hopefully, even more
will be established in the future.

In another action, a determination was made

to “find the LSFM niche” within the emerg-

ing LCMS Ablaze Movement. The soon-to-

be-released, REACHING 100 MILLION: INTERNA-
TIONAL LUTHERAN LEADERS SPEAK OUT will be
astep inthat direction. Thisbook isuniqueinthat it pre-

sents, with study guides, five case studies shared at the
Ablaze International Summit held last summer in St.
Louisjust prior to the LCMS Convention.

The unique part has to do with the fact that the case stud-

ies were provided by international church leaders; Bish-

ops and Presidents of Lutheran denominationsin Brazil,

Hong Kong, South Africa, Ghana and Chile. Challenge/
Response papers by well known Missouri
Synod leaders are also included. All of
these inform not only asto “What Works”
and “What's Possible.” They also hint at
“What's Next” in the worldwide mission
movement of Confessional Lutheran de-
nominations.

The Lutheran Society for Missiology seeks
to be the provider of high quality Lutheran
mission resource materialsrequired for
cross cultural mission efforts. Itisoff toa
good start, and looks forward to more ex-
citing steps as it continues the journey dur-
ing these challenging times of global mis-
sion expansion.

Dr. Allan Buckman

The Declining Value of U.S. Dollar and Mission

Variations in exchange rate have long affected the
“purchasing power” of money used for mission work in-
ternationally. While many people in the United States are
used to their money going a long way in other countries,
presently the decline of the U.S. dollar over against cur-
rencies like the Euro, the Japanese Y en, and the South Af-
rican Rand has negatively impacted missions funded from
the United States.

Take, for example, the mission work in Spain, done by a
partnership of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Argentina. When the
mission was begun in 1998, it took only about ninety U.S.
cents to purchase one Euro. Today, it has done aflip-
flop, costing about $1.22 U.S. to purchase one Euro. That

isa35% lossin the value of the dollar! What used to be a
forty-thousand dollar annual budget now has swollen to
fifty-four thousand dollars.

Another exampl e isthe decline of the dollar against the
South African Rand. Two years ago the rate of exchange
was at about thirteen Rand per dollar, now one U.S. dollar
only purchases around six Rand.

Ross Stroh, Director of Finance for the Missions Depart-
ment of the L utheran Church—Missouri Synod, said that
he has not done any in-depth analysis of how the declin-
ing dollar has impacted the mission of his church body.
However, he reported, “In Europe the change in the Euro
(Continued on page 7)



CTS Graduates Four PH.D. Missiology Students

Inits May 20, 2005 commencement exercises, four candi-
dates received their Doctor of Philosophy in Missiology
degrees from the faculty of Concordia Theological Semi-
nary. The Ph.D. in Missiology is the highest academic
degreein the theory and practice of mission. It integrates
biblical-confessional theology with a study of the contem-
porary contextsin which theological reflection and Chris-
tian witness take place. Thisyear’ s gradates are Joseph
Gudel, Richard Lofgren, Larry Merino and Joseph
Omolo.

Dr. Gudel has worked extensively in the area of 1slam,
Jewish Evangelism, and apologetics. His research project
centered on the “ Two Covenant Theory” and its impact
on Jewish evangelism. He currently isthe chaplain and
instructor of world religions at Concordia L utheran High
School, Fort Wayne, Indiana.

Dr. Lofgren has served a Hispanic mission in Houston,
Texas, and parishesin Texas and Indiana. Hisresearch
was concerned with recovering “back door losses” in
LCMS churches. Heisthe senior pastor at St. Peter Lu-
theran Church, Huntington, Indiana.

Dr. Merino isthe founding pastor of New Life Lutheran
Church in Fort Wayne, which had its beginnings with out-
reach to Gypsies. He and his wife Lindafounded the In-
ternational Gypsy Summit, which gathers Lutheran
churches from European nations interested in reaching out
with the gospel to the more than eleven million gypsiesin
theworld. The Third International Gypsy Summit takes
placein August of 2005 in Bratislava, Slovakia. Heis
currently Executive Director of Harvest Mission Interna-
tional, an organization dedicated to helping congregations

Drs. Joseph Omolo, Larry Merino, Richard L of-
gren, Joseph Gudel

evangelize cross-culturally. His dissertation research was
titled Gypsy Resistance.

Dr. Omolo is lecturer of New Testament and Missions at
Matango Theological Seminary in Kenya. His disserta-
tion was on the use of the biblical theme of reconciliation
asasignificant missiological paradigm in the African
context.

Graduates from the Ph.D. in Missiology program at Con-
cordia Theological Seminary are serving as pastors, mis-
sionaries, professors and mission executives and |eaders
around theworld. For more information please contact
Dr. Douglas L. Rutt, Ph.D. in Missiology Supervisor, at
260.452.2133 or DouglasRutt@L utheranMissiol ogy.org

Douglas L. Rutt

(Continued from page 6)

has definitely affected us—both in project and missionary
support costs as well as missionary cost of living allow-
ance.”

On the other hand, Torfinn Bo of the Norwegian Lutheran
Mission reported that because of the strong Kroner his
mission has experienced a new financial strength, even
though just afew years ago the opposite was the case.
“Money is not our problem right now. We now have
‘plenty’ of money, we just don’t have enough people pre-

senting themselves for missionary service,” he said.

The declining dollar will no doubt continue to impact
mission work from the United States done globally. A
recent Christianity Today article reported that economists
say the causes of the weak dollar are huge U.S. govern-
ment budget deficits and the United States’ negative bal-
ance of trade.

Douglas L. Rutt




The LUTHERAN SOCIETY FOR MISSIOLOGY (LSFM) isasociety of Lutherans who are interested in the Apos-
tolic mission of God in today’ s world. The Society was born on October 25, 1991, out of a concern to promote Bibli-
cal attitudes for Missions. Among other things the Society publishes a modest but very significant journal, MISSIO
APOSTOLICA. Tojoin or receive further information, please contact:

The Lutheran Society for Missiology
Concordia Seminary, 801 Seminary Place., St. Louis, MO 63105, USA

THE COMMUNICATOR ISPUBLISHED TWICE YEARLY IN
AUGUST & FEBRUARY. YOUR MISSION NEWS AND AN-
NOUNCEMENTS ARE WELCOME. PLEASE SEND THEM
ONE MONTH IN ADVANCE.

DR. DOUGLASRUTT, EDITOR
CONCORDIA THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
6600NORTH CLINTON ST.

FORT WAYNE, IN 46825
DouglasRutt@L utheranMissiol ogy.org




