The Purpose of LSFM:
To be an instrument
for communicating
God's Mission to
seek and to save
lost people (Luke
19:10).

The Mission of LSFM:
To advance the dis-
cussion and study of
God’s Mission from
a Lutheran perspec-
tive.

The Vision of LSFM:
That the Lutheran
contribution to mis-
siology (Ephesians
2:8-10) impact God’s
worldwide mission.
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at House of Charity

New LSFM Execu-
tive Director Update

CTS Mourns Loss
of Ph.D. Student

Four Reasonsto Support Mission Work

At the recent meeting of the BOD we
began to discuss whether the fee for
membership in LSFM should be lowered.
Our current membership fee is $25 per
year, while some other organizations
charge $15. Which causes me to ask all of
you: isit worth it?

| have next to my desk the five bound
editions of the first twelve years of Missio
Apostolica, (first issue published in May
1993) aong with the two books published
by our society. These will

the petitions in the liturgy, “that God may
lead the erring to the knowledge of the
truth and enlarge His kingdom. If these
petitions are not to remain mere forms of
words, we must send out able men to dis-
seminate evangelical truth.” And, fourth,
“The example of the papists, who found
the society de propaganda fide” must,
von Weltz said, “rouse us to emulation
that we may extend the true doctrine
among the heathen.”

But Justinian von Weltz

remain aresource for years
to come for scholars study-
ing the theology of Christian
missions. When they open
these volumes they will en-
counter a L utheran theologi-
cal view of missions.

They will learn of Lu-
theran missionaries, like
Justinian Von Weltz. In one
of thetractsheissued in
1663 Justinian Von Weltz
described four reasons why
L utherans should be eager to
support mission work.

Rev. Robert Scudieri
President, LSFM

was not just talk.

According to Into All the
World (p. 55, WG Pollack,
published by CPH in 1930)
this layman presented a care-
fully worked out plan for the
founding of a mission society
to support missions at home
and abroad. But what may be
asinteresting is that a book
published in 1930 contains
information that is useful to
someone writing about Lu-
theran missions in 2005.

First, he said, we are concerned be-
causeit is God swill that all be brought
to the knowledge of the truth (1 Timothy
2:4). Second, “the example of godly
men” (and women, we would add) who
through the centuries, without letting
themselves be terrified by pain, peril or
persecution, have extended the Kingdom
of Christ among non-Christians.” Third,

The Board of Directors decided not to
reduce the $25 subscription rate. For one
thing, we adopted a “faith budget” for
next year. But an even greater reason is
that the work we are doing is valuable
work —and we believe you and others
like you fed the same.



LCM S Groups Respond to Tsunami Disaster

"Close your eyes and picture the six people dearest to
you. And then in an instant imagine two of them—gone,
al your belongings—gone, al your family photos-gone,
your home—gone, all your records and financial docu-
ments—gone. Y ou are now completely dependent on
the generosity of others and you don®know for how
long. Thisis not an exercise in imagination, but the true
reality for so many, for so many families that we met,"
reported Debbie Wesche, LCM S missionary alumni and
member of the recent Sri Lanka tsunami assessment
team sent by LCM S World Mission and LCM S World
Relief/Human Care to survey needs that could be met by
the two organizations in the ongoing
months following the disaster of De-
cember 26, 2004.

Another team was sent to Indonesia.
"One man lost 53 family members.
How Do you recover from something
like that?' said Dennis Denow, an edu-
cationa missionary with LCMS World
Mission, currently based in Papua prov-
incein Indonesia. Sri Lankateam
leader and LCM S World Mission area
director for Sri Lanka and India, Herb
Hoefer reported, "Over 3,000 died in
one Sri Lanka village we visited and
3,000 families are displaced. In the
home we visited, there had been three
people living, but now, 52 family mem-
bers have come. There was a new hous-
ing community established near the sea
and alarge college campus all washed

away."

"And, even though our visit was two weeks after the
fact, the place was still full of corpses; some bagged,
some buried, and some half buried. Every sensewasin
shock mode," shared Ted Engelbrecht, Southeast Asia
regional facilitator and Indonesia team leader.

Yet, amidst adl this, the devastation is not the whole
story. Assessment team members reported that partners
and personal contacts met throughout the duration of the
survey process, particularly fellow brothers and sisters
in Christ, gave the members of the Indonesia and Sri
Lanka teams hope and a sense of onenessin Christ.

"The attitude of the people gave me hope...| have

hope because the people who are most directly effected
by this have hope," said Denow. "They still do smile,
they till do talk of rebuilding, going back, moving on.
The Christians have hope to continue to be a Christian
presence in this place...They are such a great witness to
others, their attitude, their faith, and determination. If
we do projects and if we have connections with those
people, there is agreat chance for the projectsto bea
success, because of the great people there and the great
heart they have."

Indonesiateam member Julie Lutz shared her first-
hand impression of the tragedy saying,
"It isimpossible
to describe, but there®a holy awesome-
ness that binds us together in Christ.”

LCMSWorld Missonand LCMS
World Relief/Human Care together,
aong with numerous other Lutheran
entities engaged in relief work, are
partnering to bring a collaborative, co-
ordinated effort; one that builds on the
LCM S&pecia ministry niche and
builds the capacity of our Lutheran
partnersin South Asiato reach out with
compassion to their neighbors. The
LCMS partner church in Sri Lanka, the
Lanka Lutheran Church (LLC), hasal-
ready utilized initial emergency grants

A Sri Lankan woman holds photo from LCMS World Relief/Human Care

of her son who was lost in the
Dec. 26 Tsunami.
(Photo by Herb Hoeffer)

and the Hong Kong Synod for three
trips to the northeast coast of Sri Lanka
to deliver loads of emergency goods.
An additional $40,000 grant from
LCMS World Relief/Human Care has been sent to the
LLC to meet additional immediate needs and relief ef-
forts.

LCMS World Mission associate executive director,
Rev. Dan Mattson stretched the vision for the scope of
participation even further saying, "The entire church
needs to be involved. We have an opportunity to move
our church body to anew level of awareness and a new
level of response to a hurting world." Mattson promised
that this collaborative effort would not be the last. "We
hope to expand this group and to include more people.

(Continued on page 3)



(Continued from page 2)

We will gather again to plan our united response.” Lutz
later added, "We must build the capacity of the LCMS
to be the people of God in the world."

Approximately $1 million in projects based on the
findings and recommended action steps from the two
assessment teams have already been proposed in order
to provide support in areas that other relief agencies are
not. In Sri Lanka, local populationsin threelocations
invited the LLC to remain in the area for the reconstruc-
tion work, each regquesting the church to stay involved to
the level of creating akind of "Lutheran Village" in-
cluding permanent housing, economic recovery, a medi-
cal clinic, and possibly sending someoneto live and
work there to help the community heal from its wounds.

Another project in Sri Lankaincludes the rebuilding
and repair of a Lutheran orphanage left damaged on the
east coast. Having all been at the chapel at the time of
the tsunami, the pastor, hisfamily, and all 27 girls of the
orphanage were kept safe, but now 15 of the girlsare
living in the Lutheran pastor®home. Further aid will
support and rebuild another L utheran congregation that

lost its parsonage and chapel .

Working in Indonesiais more complex for religious,
cultural, and linguistic reasons. Indonesia has the high-
est population of Muslimsin the world. The assessment
team to Indonesia visited two areas. Aceh provinceis
predominately Muslim. It was one of the hardest hit ar-
eas in Indonesia and has the most devastation. Further
research will determine what role the LCM Srelief ef-
forts may play in Aceh province.

They also visited theidand of Nias, aprimarily
Chridtian island that a so suffered damage from the tsu-
nami. "Immediate steps will be taken to save livesin
Nias and Aceh. Further devel opment efforts such asthe
restoring of housing will depend on what the Indone-
sians want and need us to do. We aready have people
on the ground ready to serve," said Mattson.

Listen to two audio interviews with Indonesia tsu-
nami assessment team members Dennis Denow and Ted
Engelbrecht. Go to www.lcms.org.

Dr. Danidl L. Mattson

Annual Outreach Leadership Institute— July 14-16

The Annual Outreach Leadership Institute (OL1), an
outreach training event coordinated by the Oswald Hoff-
mann School of Christian Outreach, LCMS North Amer-
icaMission, and Lutheran Education Association-
REACHD et is ramping up for its 5™ ingtitute on the cam-
pus of Concordia University in St. Paul, Minnesota. The
ingtitute was originally developed to train and equip out-
reach minded individualsto serve more effectively in
their ministries and congregations. As aresult, over 500
people have participated in the first four OLIs and have
taken back to their ministries plans which were devel oped
during the module sessions.

Participants at OLI enrollsin two modules, each last-
ing 5 hours. In addition, participants gather for a plenary
session lead by a mission leader who shares insights and
strategies for reaching lost people. Last year, Rev. Dr.
Raobert Roegner, Executive Director LCMS World Mis-
sion shared the Ablaze! emphasisin the LCMS, reaching
100 million people for Christ by the year 2017. The entire
ingtitute is bathed in prayer and worship. The OLI chap-
lain leads worship each day and lifts up to God in prayer
the concerns of the gathered community.

The ingtitute theme, “Building Blocks for Today’s
Great Commission Congregations’ continues as the focus.
Congregations need to be equipped for reaching people
who live without Christ. For that reason, a new module,
“Churches Planting Churches” is being offered to high-
light the importance of congregations seeing themselves
as church planting organisms with the divine mandate to
do so.

Regarded as an institute more than a workshop or con-
ference, participants are granted an Outreach Proficiency
Certificate (OPC) through OHSCO after completing three
OLIs. Registration is limited to the first 200 people. The
registration deadlineis July 1, 2005. Cost for early bird
registration is $160 ($175 after May 1). The feeincludes
on campus air-conditioned housing, food, refreshments,
and all materials and supplies. Transportation isthe re-
sponsibility of
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CSP Sudents and Guests Get “ Peppered”
at African Feast

December 2™ meant that supper was going to be dif-
ferent for some students at CSP. Thirty students and
guests were invited to attend an African Feast where
“chop” from Liberia, West Africawas served.

Part of aclassin the Outreach Mgjor at CSP, Dr.
Paul Mueller, OHSCO Director and professor for the
course Cross-cultural Outreach, invited the students to
bring guests to an authentic African Feast — with food,
gowns, rules, and regulations — mimicking afeast in the
heart of Liberia.

Asthe students arrived, traditional African music re-
corded in Liberiawas played. Gowns were draped over
many of the chairs and students wore them for the eve-
ning adding an authentic ook to the meal. The first or-
der of business was to collect al the watches — the meal
works on African, not American time. Dr. Mudller de-

The attendees dressed in traditional African garments

scribed an African feast —the posture of attendees, the
honored guests and the respect they receive from the
other guests, the importance of eating with people —are
they friend or foe? — the method for preparing food and
what was actually prepared to eat, the lack of eating
utensils (students used their hands to eat), and then, of
course, the actual eating of the food. Though eating rice
and soup with ones hands is a bit messy, everyone ate
until they were full, despite the hot peppers—in fact,
more soup was needed!

In addition, a number of students completed one of
their projects for the course. All students were required
to learn a short paragraph in another language (one
which they had never studied), and reciteit to three peo-
plein the room. The paragraph learned in the other lan-
guage was, “Hello, my nameis .l amlearning
your language. Would you help me? Thanks. | will see
you tomorrow. Goodbye.” The project gave students the
chance to understand conversational language learning,
especially in contexts where learning alanguage
through traditional schooling is not possible.

The African Feast gave students a small taste of eve-
ryday African life and helped prepare them for working
in cross-cultural contexts. A number of studentswill be
going into cross-cultural ministry and the course, aong
with the African feast and the language learning project
gave them a chance to face some of their fears or appre-
hensions about other culture ministries.

Special National Recognition for Lutheran Work in Korea

A committee of Korean Protestant churches in Seoul has selected two ministries affiliated with the Lutheran
Churchin Korea and one Lutheran pastor for specia recognition in connection with plans to cel ebrate the centennial
anniversary of the “Great Revival Movement” which began in 1907. The Korea Bethel Series, a Bible study pro-
gram, and the Korea L utheran Hour mass communications ministry are cited in the category of most significant

church programs.

Rev. Dr. Won-Sang Ji (1927-1998), who served as the first president of the Lutheran Church in Koreais being
honored posthumously as one of the most influential Korean church leaders.

From ILC News



2005 Annual M eeting Takes Shape

On May 5, 2005, the LSFM will hold its Annual Meet- will be sent to all members regarding place, schedule,
ing. Each year, the LSFM membership isinvited to the costs, and speakers. Before and after the Annual Mesting,
meeting where decisions about the LSFM and itsmission the Board of Directors also meets to work on business and
ministry are made. In addition, goals and accomplish- other related topics for the LSFM’s ministry. That meet-
ments from the past year are shared and celebrated. Each  ing begins at noon on May 5 and continues the following
Annual meeting also announces the newly elected Board morning until noon. All members areinvited to attend the
of Directors members and celebrates with those board meeting and participate in the discussion.

members who are moving on to other significant minis-
tries.

The Annual Meeting will begin with abanquet in St.
Louis, Missouri a 6:00 p.m. The location is still being
decided by the planning committee. More information

For more information, check the LSFM Website, or

contact Dr. Allan Buckman at ic_buckmaan@Icms.org.

OHSCO Hosts Mayer Lutheran High Sudents
for Urban Immersion Experience

On November 10, thirty-five students from Mayer
Lutheran High School, two adult supervisors, and OH-
SCO staff joined hands to help feed people at the House
of Charity (HOC) in Minneapolis, Minnesota. About
150 guests arrived at the House of Charity for alunch
which HOC serves daily. The students arrived at 10:00
am. to clean, stock shelves, prepare the meal, and pre-
pare the room for the daily lunch guests. Most of the
people who receive the free meal at HOC have fallen
upon unfortunate circumstances in their lives. Some
struggle with addictions. Others simply can’t afford to
purchase meals as well as pay rent or cover other costs
associated with living in an urban center.

The students participate in a program at Mayer called
the Danid Program. Each month, students learn about
some ministry and then try to participate in some event
associated with their recent learning. Dave Lane, the co-
ordinator of the program at Mayer, contacted OHSCO
and asked if they might come to Mayer for an afternoon
and talk about mission work. OHSCO also was asked if
it might arrange an immersion experience where the stu-
dents might flex their mission muscles and work in the
mission field. Jim Found, OHSCO faculty, spent an af -
ternoon with the group in Mayer two weeks before the
event preparing them for the work at HOC. On Novem-
ber, abusload of students arrived at HOC met by Jim
and OHSCO director, Paul Mueller, who stayed with
them and worked alongside them for the afternoon. By

Mayer Lutheran High Students with
House of Charity Staff

1:30 p.m, 150 people had received ameal, conversation

with high school students, and a short choir concert. The
place was empty, cleaned, and getting ready for the sup-
per crowd.

Feedback from the students was very positive. HOC
commented that the group did afantastic job. OHSCO
will continue to work closdly with the Daniel Program
at Mayer in order to continue preparing future mission
workers for the mission field, exactly OHSCO'’ s mission
statement.



New Executive Director Reflects
on First Four Months

It has been my privilege to serve, for the past four months, as LSFM’s only staff
member; albeit part time. My thanks to the Board, and especially the Executive Com-
mittee, for having invited me to be a part of this great initiative in Lutheran Missiology.
Though a member of LSFM almost from the very beginning, | did not have an entirely
clear idea of how things really work in this society. My thanks to those who have
guided me along this learning curve.

One of my earliest impressions, and understandings, isthat LSFM has come quite a
distance from its beginnings approximately ten years ago, and this entirely through the
efforts of volunteers! Asaresult, LSFM now has an established presence within the Lu-
theran Church—M issouri Synod and beyond, and that is one of its strengths. Clearly,
the Society has been able to consistently attract people of great experience, ability, stat-
ure and commitment to its membership and leadership, and this has been a blessing!

Allan Buckman

Coming Up in Missio Apostolica

Entering its 12" year of publication, Missio Apos-
tolica, Journa of the Lutheran Society for Missiology
hasin 25issues published over 1500 pages of
printed material al relating to missional and missi-
ological issues from a Lutheran perspective. Through
its subscribersincluding libraries, expatriate mission-
aries, and LCM S partner Churches the journal reaches
avariety of audiences throughout the world.

Readers recall that over the years Missio Aposto-
lica has featured a variety of essays that show how the
Gospel takes root and gives expression in various
cross-cultural contexts. In its May 2005, issue the jour-
nal will be featuring principles derived from Scripture
that apply directly to cross-cultural ministry, church
planting in villages, and proclaiming the faith beyond
the church’ s boundaries. Authors also examine the re-
ligions our neighbors such as the Muslims, and the
struggles of those who have grown up in adifferent

faith but now have encountered the Lord Jesus Christ.
They confess their faith in Jesus Christ in their own
words some of which do not match traditional Chris-
tian vocabulary.

The Lutheran Society for Missiology is committed
to collaborate with the LCM S World Mission on the
Ablaze initiative to reach by the year 2017 one hun-
dred million new people with the Gospel of Jesus
Chrigt. Toward that goal, several |eading theologians
and leaders at various levels of the LCM S have agreed
to write for our journal essays on presenting the Gos-
pel in various situations. Beginning with the May is-
sue, the publication of these essays will continue into
2006. History of Lutheran mission, contextualization,
Chrigtian vocation, immigrants and evangelism, and
the local congregation and mission are but afew of the
topics readerswill enjoy as the new issues reach their
hands.

Victor Ra

Did You Know?

Thetop four languages spoken in the world today are Chinese, English, Spanish, and Hindi-Urdu. In the world today
there are more than six billion people and approximately 60% do not have the Scripturesin their native language.




Website with French Radio Program

A website offering the French radio program
“Lumiere sur le Chemin” on the internet went onlinein
December 2004, just in time to share the 2004 Christmas
edition of the program.

The 15-minute, weekly program is produced by
France' s|’Heure Lutherienne (L utheran Hour) and
broadcast on various radio stations. Audio cassette cop-
ies of the programs are also shared by individuasin
various countries. Now francophones around the world,
who have internet access, can listen to the program for
the week. A small archive of previous programsis also
available.

When Rev. David Somers, Montreal, Canada, invited
the Lutheran Laymen’s League of Canadato establish a
website to distribute these programsiit quickly became

an international project. The program is produced in
France and then sent to Canada where it is converted
into the mp3 format and uploaded to a website designed
and maintained by Pam McCutchen of the Lutheran
Hour Ministries staff in St. Louis, USA.

People who listen to the program are given the option
of sending an e-mail response. These responses will be
forwarded to the francophone Lutheran Church that is
closest to them.

Linksto additional francophone resources including
print materials and churches are also available on the
following websites: www.lumieresurlechemin.caand
www.mediachrist.com.

From ILC News

L SFM Website Updated

The website for the LSMF has recently been updated to include more articles from Missio Apostolica, hew links,
and the most recent issue of the Communicator. Moreisontheway. Check it out at www.L SFMissiology.org.

CTSMournsLossof Ph.D. Sudent

It iswith great sadness that we announce the passing of Christina
Cummings, Ph.D. student. Christinafell ill last week and had been
hospitalized since then. She was born November 29, 1967, in Nor-
folk, Virginia, and passed away February 13, 2005, in Fort Wayne,

Indiana.

Christinawas in her first year of the Ph.D. program at CTS. She

earned aMaster’ s Degree in Japanese Literature from the University
of Hawaii, Honolulu (2000). She went on to be colloquized as a dea-
coness at Concordia University-River Forest in December 2003. One
of her greatest joys camein serving as a missionary in Kumamoto,
Japan (1996-1998), as she had a great passion for Christian missions
among the Japanese people.

Christinais survived by her parents Ron and Sue Cummings and
brothers Patrick and Scott. A funeral service was held at Redeemer
Lutheran Church in Fort Wayne. All seminary classes were cancelled
to allow students to attend the service.
TCHRISTINA CUMMINGSTt



The LUTHERAN SOCIETY FOR MISSIOLOGY (LSFM) isa society of Lutheranswho arein-
terested in the Apostolic mission of God in today’sworld. The Society was born on October 25,
1991, out of a concern to promote Biblical attitudesfor missions. Among other things the Society
publishes a modest but very significant journal, MISSIO APOSTOLICA. Tojoin or receive fur-
ther information, please contact:

The Lutheran Society for Missiology
Concordia Seminary, 801 DeMun Ave,, St. Louis, MO 63105, USA

THE COMMUNICATOR IS PUBLISHED TWICE YEARLY IN AUGUST
& FEBRUARY. YOUR MISSION NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS ARE
WELCOME. PLEASE SEND THEM ONE MONTH IN ADVANCE.

DR. DOUGLAS RUTT, EDITOR
CONCORDIA THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
6600 NORTH CLINTON ST.

FORT WAYNE, IN 46825
ruttdl@mail.ctsfw.edu

The Lutheran Society For
Missiology

C/o Concordia Seminary
801 DeMun Ave.

St. Louis, MO 63105




